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HRCA #0293

From the President's Corner
by Randy Shrimplin

After an unseasonably cool winter riding season it seems that it is quickly warming up out there. We will, very
soon, be back to those 90-degree days and the chance of a quick thundershower at any time. Now might be a good time to
check your rain gear that has been wadded up in a ball in the bottom of your saddle bag for the last 6 months. Also, please
remember to stay hydrated as the temperatures rise. If you ride with exposed skin remember your sunscreen. I have found
that even better than sunscreen is a good mesh jacket. As long as you’re moving it will actually keep you cooler than a
T-shitt as it keeps the sun off of you and helps hold in the moisture so you don’t dehydrate as fast. Another benefit, of

course, is that most have some body armor. That stuff does work! Don’t ask how I know this.

I am very sorry that I missed the first meeting but it was motorcycle related. I have been meeting up with my
friends from Michigan GWRR A W-2, who are also the task force for the Michigan RFK, in Pigeon Forge every year at this
time for several years. We attend the GWRRA Spring Fling Rally. (OK, we spent 45 minutes at the rally checking out the
vendors) I put over 700 miles on the Spyder over three days of awesome roads, awesome friends, great food, and great fun.
If you have not ridden in this area, you really need too.

At the end of the Friday ride we pulled into Bennett’s BBQ for dinner. We were all getting parked when all of a
sudden we heard an 1800 GW on the rev limiter and a screeching tire. As we looked around, one of the guys was out of
control and headed for a railroad tie at the front of the parking space. When he hit the tie that big ole GW flew into the air
and landed at least 20 feet out and on top of another GW across the parking lot. There were tire marks on the windshield of
the other bike. I would love to tell you that no one was hurt but the rider had on an open face helmet and he hit his jaw on
the edge of the extratall aftermarket windshield and knocked out a few teeth {ouch!) He did get anew nickname from this
experience and a plaque for the wall that with his new middle name (Knievel) stating that an unsuccessful attempt to jump a
GW in Bennett’s parking lot..... You get the idea.

Anyway, the point of telling you all this is as follows:

1.  Be careful!

2. We had ridden 300+ miles in the mountains that day. He was beyond tired. Know your limits!

3. If he would have had a full-face helmet on he could have just gotten up and said “I meant to do that.”
Consider getting a full-face. Anything else is just a funny hat.

I will say that I was very impressed by the way everyone quickly got on their “A” game when the accident
happened. All the way from securing the injured, to securing the scene and bikes, to the 911 call, to the UT hospital request,
to remembering that a friend was at the rally with trailer space to haul the bike. I am sure this group would be that way.
That’s a big part of what we do. Be there for each other. It’s easy when everything goes as planned. When it does not is
when we get tested.

Ride safe, Ride often and have some fun!
Thanks,
Randy Shrimplin







